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Watt Century Farm House 
Heritage Centre 
827 Chetwynd Road 

In 1889 John Russell Watt and Mary Marshall 
settled on land near Watts Dam on Lot 13, 
Concession 6 and 7 in Armour Township. A barn 
was built in 1892, where the farm is today,  
followed by a brick home in 1902. The property 
stayed in the Watt family for more than one 
hundred years.  

In 2015 the Historical Society leased the farm 
house from Northland Power who purchased the 
property in May 2012. 

Wiseman’s Corner Schoolhouse 
Heritage Centre 
112 Midlothian Road 

The first log schoolhouse one and a quarter 
miles north and half a mile west of the present 
school. This school served the section for about 
10 years. 

In 1892 a half acre of land was purchased for 
$1.63, which included 63 feet of lumber. A new 
school was built in 1893 and carried on 
successfully for over 45 years. In 1960 the 
provincial government officially closed the 
school.  

In 1997 the Burk’s Falls and District Historical 
Society began leasing the building from the 
Township of Ryerson. 



 

Editorial…. 
By Lorne Main 

A new year has arrived after a very successful 2016. The year 
2017 will undoubtedly bring us both problems and successes. 
With the hard work of our members and volunteers, I am sure 
we will solve our problems and enjoy our successes together. 

Plans are well underway for our Canada 150 Celebrations. 
There will be activities for the younger people and adults to 
enjoy. If you would like to join us in the planning of this event, 
contact information can be found in this issue. 

The Village of Burk’s Falls is showing signs of progress and 
this also helps our surrounding townships, new businesses 
means new people who may be interested in the history of our 
area. 

A new column in our newsletter will be called inquiries. If you 
have information we are looking for or you are looking for 
genealogy or historical answers, this is where you can 
possibly find them. We are always looking for family pictures 
or histories. Plan to make a visit to one or the other of our 
heritage centres this season. Watch for openings. 

Mission 
The mission of the Burk’s Falls and District Historical Society 
is to restore, preserve and maintain the historic and cultural 
sites and buildings dedicated to the history of Burk’s Falls and 
surrounding areas. To educate the public about the history of 
Burk’s Falls by restoring historical buildings and to exhibit 
artifacts, publications, photographs and documents of 
historical significance to Burk’s Falls and surrounding areas.  

Become a Member or Volunteer 
The Historical Society was established in 1994 and now has 
two heritage sites: Wiseman’s Corner Schoolhouse and the 
Watt Century Farm House. The Burk’s Falls and District 
Historical Society relies on a group of dedicated volunteers to 
operate the two Heritage Centres.  
New members are always welcome or you may only want to 
volunteer at one of our events. Students are also welcome to 
volunteer at our events for their student hours.  

For more information to become a member or to volunteer 
email us at  info@burksfallsdistricthistoricalsociety.com  

You can also visit our website at 
www.burksfallsdistricthistoricalsociety.com 

A membership form is also attached to this newsletter. 

Sympathies 
Our thoughts and sympathies to member Dona Crawford in 
the loss of her husband John and to council rep Lisa Morrison 
in the loss of her brother Richard and sister-in-law Gayle 
Litster.  

Just Asking ???? 
By Lorne Main 

It has been said that but for the toss 
of a coin our village could have been 
named Knights Falls but when we 
look around the village we find there 
is nothing honouring Walter Knight 
who did so much for the business of 
our village. 
We have the village named after 
Francis Burk and Lt. Col. Vic Fell is 
honoured in the name of The Royal 
Canadian Legion Br. 405 as Vic Fell 
Br. And he is also named in the Fell 
Homes Sr. Apt. We also have a small 
parkette in the village centre named 
after Stan Darling who did so much 
for the village as long time Mayor and 
member of parliament, but nothing to 
honour Walter Knight. I would like to 
offer two possibilities: 
1. Renaming the Walking Trail next 
to the river as “The Walter Knight 
Memorial Trail” or 
2. And better still developing the 
reclaimed land to the east of the oval 
into a Riverside Park with picnic 
tables and benches as the “Walter 
Knight Memorial Park”.  
Please let me know what you think 
and as I am still asking, can anyone 
think of a special woman who was 
important to our village life and who 
should also be remembered in some 
way. 
Contact me: Lawrence Main, P.O. Box 
595, Burk’s Falls, ON P0A 1C0,     
705-382-2049, lmnlrn@sympatico.ca 

New Acquisitions 
1. A book of the history and 
constitution of the Odd Fellows 
Society, by Theo A. Ross, published 
1875. 

2. Register of the Odd Fellows Lodge 
in Burk’s Falls named Triumph Lodge 
#380, dated back to 1907. 

These will go well in our display along 
with the original Framed Charter for 
Triumph Lodge #380. All items 
donated by David Litster. 
 



 

Inquiries ???? 
We have had two recent inquiries to pass on to our readers. If 
anyone has information on the following please let us know. 

1. It has been said that a Military Colonel resided in one of 
the back rooms in Hotel Central when Co. Vic Fell ran the 
hotel. He lived there for a long time and eventually passed 
away there. What was his name? Please give any information 
to Lorne Main. 

2. This request comes from Ray Harlow in Elida, Ohio – I am 
assisting my cousin with his genealogy. His grandfather 
Robert Russell came to Burk’s Falls in 1922. Robert was born 
in Scotland in 1877. He and his family came to the U.S. in 
1881. Shortly after arriving his parents Robert and Jean 
Hunter Russell were naturalized. When Robert Jr. grew up 
he became a coal miner like his father. He married Nettie 
Kelly in West Virginia in 1900 and worked the mines in West 
Virginia and Pennsylvania until 1922. In 1922 he left his 
family and joined up with Margaret McDonald Hanson and 
came to Canada by train to Burk’s Falls. According to 
crossing paperwork they were coming to visit Margaret’s 
husband Walter Hanson in Burk’s Falls. We have trouble 
finding Margaret until 1970 when she died in Pennsylvania. 
She was returned to Ontario for burial. Her husband Walter 
died in West Virgina in 1935. We can find nothing about 
Robert Russell after he got off the train in Ontario. If anyone 
has any information please contact the Burk’s Falls and 
District Historical Society or the Burk’s Falls Library. 

If you have any inquiries on names, places or other history, 
please send them along to the Burk’s Falls and District 
Historical Society and we will try to find answers to your 
questions. 
 

Thank You 
Thanks go out to both Diane Brandt and Betty Caldwell for the 
time spent over the closed season sorting out and recording 
all of the items that were missed or not recorded properly. 
 
Canada 150 Celebration 
There are four weekends of fun filled Canada 150 Celebrations 
in Burk’s Falls and surrounding area. The Young at Heart 
Seniors Club invites everyone to join them on Saturday, June 
17 from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Young at Heart Seniors 
Centre in Burk’s Falls to help them celebrate Canada’s 150. 
There will be a barbecue, draws every hour (you must be 
there to win) as well as live music by the Newfie Chicks, other 
entertainers and more. 

Then on Saturday, June 24 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. the 
Township of Ryerson is celebrating at the Ryerson Township 
Office and Wiseman’s Corner Schoolhouse. Yard Sale and 
FREE BARBECUE starting at 8:00 a.m. Don’t miss O Canada 
and  
 
 

Canada 150 (cont’d) 

and greetings from dignitaries 
starting at 12 noon. Also, music by 
Glenn Reid, horse-drawn wagon 
rides, steamship and logging 
displays, and 150 works of art by    
M. A. Wittick students. Did you 
attend the Wiseman’s Corner 
Schoolhouse? Please come and share 
your stories about this wonderful 
part of Ryerson’s history. Bring a 
lawn chair and join us for a very 
special celebration. All welcome! 

And on Saturday, July 1, the Village 
of Burk’s Falls is celebrating 
Canada’s 150. Some of the events 
planned include a car show, horse-
drawn wagon rides, movie at the 
Towne Theatre, time capsule, 
community street dance and 
barbecue at the Legion, and 
fireworks. 

The last weekend of celebrations is on 
Saturday, July 8 from 11:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. at the Watt Century Farm 
House Heritage Centre. The Township 
of Armour and the Burk’s Falls       
and District Historical Society are 
partnering to celebrate Canada’s 150 
and Heritage Day. The Township of 
Armour will be handing out Sapling 
Trees in recognition of the Homestead 
Act, the logging industry and to 
encourage a greener future. There 
will be displays on maple syrup, 
trapping, early service clubs and 
organizations, an early farming 
display from Archives of Ontario, 
public awareness campaigns from 
MNRF, Learn to Fish, OPG, CN Rail, 
Northland Power, Trans Canada 
Pipelines, as well as a Reptile 
Adventure Camp and Skulls Tour, 
inflatables, games, vendors, trackless 
train, touch-a-truck, horse-drawn 
wagon rides, free popcorn and much 
more. The Township of Armour is also 
sponsoring a barbecue by the Girl 
Guides. 

Everyone Welcome! 
Fun for All Ages! 



 

 


